Continental Divide
Wilderness and Recreation Act

Updated August 27, 2015

Table of Contents
Introduction........................................................................................................ 1
Support List ........................................................................................................ 3
Letters of Support ............................................................................................... 5
Select Media Clips, Editorials and Op Eds .......................................................... 18

-John Fielder (Hoosier Ridge Proposed Wilderness)

Introduction
The backcountry near Colorado’s
Continental Divide features vibrant
vistas and unique recreational
experiences that drive the local
economies of Summit and Eagle
counties.
Representative Jared Polis has
introduced the Continental Divide
Wilderness and Recreation Act to
protect the natural beauty, outdoor
recreation, historic resources, and
wildlife habitats of Summit and eastern
Eagle counties. The Act would create
40,000 acres of new wilderness areas in
-John Fielder (Proposed Tenmile Wilderness
the Williams Fork Mountains, Tenmile
Range, and Hoosier Ridge and would expand the existing Holy Cross, Eagles Nest, and
Ptarmigan Peak wilderness areas. The bill also would enhance outdoor recreation opportunities
such as fishing, hunting, biking, and backcountry snow sports. For example, it would establish
an 11,500-acre Recreation Management Area along the Tenmile Range to provide world-class
mountain biking, hiking, and wildlife watching.
This plan was drafted through an open, collaborative process that not only maintains existing
recreational uses, but also incorporates community values by accounting for future
improvements.
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Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act
Support List

Businesses
Arapahoe Basin Ski Resort
Alpine Accents - Frisco
Frisco Liquors Inc. - Frisco
Summit Travel - Frisco
Anew You - Frisco
Moose Jaw Restaurant - Frisco
Frisco Wine Merchant - Frisco
House of Signs, Inc. - Frisco
Deli Belly’s - Frisco
Frisco Fun and Formal - Frisco
Smokn’ Bra - Frisco
Little Beans Boutique - Frisco
The Jumping Tree - Frisco
Abbey’s Coffee - Frisco
Funky Truck - Frisco
Todd Powell Photography - Frisco
Frisco Lodge - Frisco
Log Cabin Cafe - Frisco
Dillon Dam Brewery - Dillon
Art Supply Breck - Breckenridge
Boutique Bling - Breckenridge
Timeless Collections - Breckenridge
b’s Modern Mountain Apothecary - Breckenridge
Bella Design and Planning - Breckenridge
Breckenridge Bead Gallery - Breckenridge
Big City Blues Clothing - Breckenridge
Flourish - Breckenridge
Vertical Runner - Breckenridge
Slopestyle - Breckenridge
The Mountain Goat Clothing Company - Breckenridge

Columbine Bakery - Avon
Haute Route Gear and Apparel - Avon
Skea Ltd. - Vail
Bloomingvails - Vail
Gorsuch Ltd. - Vail
Ptarmigan Sports - Edwards
Crazy Mountain Brewery - Edwards
Minick Construction - Edwards
Vail Valley Anglers - Edwards
Riverwalk Natural Health Clinic and Pharmacy - Edwards
Mary Lynn Gillaspie Photography - Louisville
Nina’s Flowers - Louisville
Ville de Luxe Boutique - Louisville
The Walnut Gallery - Louisville
By Chance Shoppe - Louisville
Gifts at Cooper’s Corner - Louisville
Found Underground Consignments - Louisville
Gifted Hands Gallery - Louisville
Little Horse Books and Vintage - Louisville
The Book Cellar - Louisville
SoFlo Glass LLC. - Boulder
Faith Davis Massage and Yoga - Boulder
Trident Booksellers and Cafe - Boulder
Nomad Bead Merchants - Boulder
Two Hands Paperie - Boulder
Rocky Mountain Anglers - Boulder
Bedell and Co. - Boulder
Colorado Ocean Coalition - Boulder
Justins LLC. - Boulder
Ripstop Repairs - Boulder
Spork and Ladle, LLC. - Boulder
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Eco-Products - Boulder
Vail Resorts - Broomfield
Xcel Energy - Denver
Powder7.com - Golden
Vision Ridge Partners - Boulder
High Country Dogs - Silverthorne
Boulder Cycle Sport - Boulder
Grappa - Vail
West Vail Liquors - Vail
Gorsuch Ltd - Vail
Wilderness Sports - Dillon
Backpacker’s Pantry - Boulder
Breckenridge Outfitters - Breckenridge
Mountain Angler - Breckenridge
RINO Bike & Snow Repair - Denver
Alpine Mountain Recreation - Breckenridge
Vail Valley Anglers - Vail
Fishpond USA - Silverthorne
Flyfisher Outfitters - Avon
Baloons Over Vail - Vail
Ground Works - Vail
Lionshead Liquors - Vail
Los Amigos Restaurant - Vail
Paragon Guides -Vail
Russell's Restaurant - Vail
Wendy Griffith Phototag - Vail
West Vail Liquor Mart - Vail
Sonnenalp Real Estate - Vail
Women’s Empowerment Workshop - Susie Kincaid

Organizations:
Access Fund
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers
Breckenridge Outdoor Education Center
Conservation Alliance
Conservation Colorado
High Country Conservation Center
International Mountain Bicycling Association
League of Conservation Voters
Outdoor Industry Association
People for Bikes
ProgressNow
Public Land Solutions
Summit Fat Tire Society
The Wilderness Society
Vail Valley Mountain Bike Association
Vet Voice Foundation
Wilderness Workshop
Government(s):
Town of Breckenridge
Colorado Springs Utilities
Eagle County
Town of Vail
Summit County
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Letters of Support
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The Honorable Jared Polis
1433 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Polis:

The undersigned businesses, organizations, and community leaders support your efforts to protect
Colorado’s Central Mountains. From pristine watersheds to world-class hiking and mountain biking,
we need to sustain this landscape that is so important to our local economies, the success of our
businesses, and the well-being of our employees and communities.
Outdoor recreation in Colorado annually generates $13.2 billion in consumer spending, supports 125,000
jobs, and pays $4.2 billion in direct wages and salaries. In Summit and Eagle Counties, recreation
generates $1.5 billion in spending. Your proposal to protect key areas for their stunning scenery, sensitive
wildlife, critical watershed values, and many recreational opportunities will promote this vital part of our
economy.
As business owners, we recognize that wilderness areas conserve our watersheds, wildlife habitats, and
scenic vistas, while offering exceptional hiking, fishing, snowshoeing, climbing, skiing, hunting, and
other recreation opportunities. Protecting these natural assets will help Colorado remain a place where
people want to live and where businesses thrive.
Conservation efforts in Colorado ensure a long-term sustainable customer base for our state’s economy.
We look forward to supporting your efforts to protect Colorado’s Central Mountains.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Meltzer
The Mountain Goat Clothing Company
Breckenridge, CO

Brett Elkman
Vail Valley Anglers
Edwards, CO

Chris Krance
SlopeStyle
Breckenridge, CO

David Minick
Minick Contruction
Edwards, CO

Dan Brewster
Haute Route Gear and Apparel
Avon, CO

Marisa A. Selvy
Crazy Mountain Brewery
Edwards, CO

Deborah Wiancek
Riverwalk Natural Health Clinic and Pharmacy
Edwards, CO
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Theresa P.
Ptarmigan Sports
Edwards, CO

Art Supply Breck
Ashiey Rothman
Breckenridge, CO

Debbie King
Bloomingvails, LLC
Vail, CO

Suzanne VerSchure
Abbey’s Coffee
Frisco, CO

Diane Boyer
Skea Ltd.
Vail, CO

Jan Shackelford
The Jumper Tree
Frisco, CO

Ronda Niederhauser
Columbine Bakery
Avon, CO

Holly Miller
Little Beans Boutique
Frisco, CO

Molly Mikita
Vertical Runner
Breckenridge, CO

Stevie Day
Smok N’ Bra
Frisco, CO

Holly Stein
Flourish
Breckenridge, CO

Ruth Bremer
Frisco Fun and Formal
Frisco, CO

Andrea Dickson
Big City Blues Clothing
Breckenridge, CO

Lisa Tousey
Deli Belly’s
Frisco, CO

Kristie Hoffman
Breckenridge Bead Gallery
Breckenridge, CO

Roger Cox
House of Signs, Inc.
Frisco, CO

Reem F. Badwan
Timeless Collections
Breckenridge, CO

Susanne Johnston
Frisco Wine Merchant
Frisco, CO

Emily Campbell
Bella Design and Planning
Breckenridge, CO

Lynda Colety
Moose Jaw Restaurant and Bar
Frisco, CO

Cathy Cleary
B’s Modern Mountain Apothecary
Breckenridge, CO

Yvonne Zook
Anew You
Frisco, CO

Reem F. Badwan
Boutique Bling
Frisco, CO

Susan Minus
Summit Travel
Frisco, CO
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Julie Williams
Gifts at Coopers Corner
Louisville, CO

Noah Westby
Trident Booksellers and Café
Boulder, CO

Nancy Welch
By Chance Shoppe
Louisville, CO

Faith Davis
Faith Davis Massage and Yoga
Boulder, CO

Geoffrey Whitmore
The Walnut Gallery
Louisville, CO

Vicki Nichols Goldstein
Colorado Ocean Coalition
Boulder, CO

Kara Reese
Ville de Luxe Boutique
Louisville, CO

Stephanie Stoss
Justin’s LLC.
Boulder, CO

David Mann
Nina’s Flowers
Louisville, CO

Matt Sylvester
SoFlo Glass LLC
Boulder, CO

Mary Lynn Gillaspie
Mary Lynn Gillaspie Photography
Louisville, Boulder, CO

Nancy Cooley
Found Underground Consignments
Louisville, CO

John Davis
Frisco Liquors Inc.
Frisco, CO

Ian Jacobson
Eco-Products
Boulder, CO

Charles Hauck
Alpine Accents
Frisco, CO

Barbara Butterworth
The Book Cellar
Louisville, CO

Diane Bedell
Bedell and Company
Boulder, CO

Mike Price
Little Horse Books and Vintage
Louisville, CO

Brian Harris
Rocky Mountain Anglers
Boulder, CO

Amy Howard
Gifted Hands Gallery
Louisville, CO

Mia Semingson
Two Hands Paperie
Boulder, CO

Derek Spois
Spork and Ladle
Boulder, CO

Jacob March
Nomad Bead Merchants
Boulder, CO

James Clements
Ripstop Repairs
Boulder, CO
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Amy Dannwolf
Powder7.com
Golden, CO

Scott Wescott
Wilderness Sports
Dillon, CO

DR Richardson
Vision Ridge Partners
Boulder, CO

Ian Belter
Progess Now
Denver, CO

Louisa Morrissey
High Country Dogs
Silverthorne CO

Gene Karpinski
League of Conservation Voters

Brandon Dwight
Boulder Cycle Sport
Boulder, CO
Josh Lautenberg
Sonnenalp Real Estate
Vail, CO

Rodney Smith
Backpacker’s Pantry
Boulder, CO
Tim West
Breckenridge Outfitters
Breckenridge, CO

Dave Gorsuch
Gorsuch Ltd
Vail, CO

John Bishop
RINO Bike & Snow Repair
Denver, CO

Tom Mullen
West Vail Liquors
Vail, CO

Jackson Streit
Mountain Angler
Breckenridge, CO

Jonathan Staufer
Grappa
Vail, CO

David Stillman
Alpine Mountain Recreation
Breckenridge, CO

John Land Le Coq
Fishpond USA
Silverthorne, CO

Patrick Perry
Vail Valley Anglers
Vail, CO
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Select Media Clips, Editorials and Op Eds
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THE DENVER POST

New push for Colorado wilderness expansion
Posted on May 22, 2015 by Bob Berwyn
New wilderness is in the works for Eagle and
Summit counties, in the mountains of Colorado.
Congress Jared Polis introduces land protection
measure

FRISCO — A proposal for new Colorado
wilderness areas is back on the political table
in Washington, where Congressman Jared
Polis introduced a new bill that ‚ if passed,
would add more than 39,000 acres of land to
the wilderness roster.
“The areas that stretch along the Continental
Divide in Summit and Eagle counties are the
iconic playground of our state,” Polis said.
“They are where Coloradans and out-of-state
tourists alike go to ski, hike, mountain bike,
hunt, and fish … and this bill will ensure they are preserved for future generations to enjoy,” he
added.
According to Polis, the the Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act will help sustain
recreational resources, protect watersheds, preserve important wildfire corridors, and
strengthen Colorado’s tourism economy.
Along with new wilderness, the bill would also designate 16,000 acres as special management
areas for recreation, and where some other activities, including wildfire mitigation and forest
health treatments would be permitted.
The legislation is a new iteration of previous measures going back many years to the original
Hidden Gems campaign, a grassroots effort to identify potential wilderness.
“Coloradans love their public lands, and the Continental Divide Act would permanently protect
some of our most superb wildlands that are critical to wildlife, recreation and forming our
state’s scenic backdrop,” said Conservation Colorado director Pete Maysmith.
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“Congressman Polis’ bill represents a welcomed evolution of land protection using a variety of
tools to maximize protection while retaining quality trail access,” said Jason Bertolacci, regional
director of the International Mountain Biking Association, which lobbied to keep some areas
open for cycling.
The measure also got support from Colorado Springs, which operates water diversions in the
area covered by the Polis bill.
Colorado Springs Utilities very much appreciates the collaborative spirit between Congressman
Polis, the Wilderness Society, Conservation Colorado, and our staff here from Utilities in finding
a reasonable solution of compromise in this legislation,” said Gary Bostrom, Colorado Springs
Utilities chief water services officer.
Specifically, the proposal would create new wilderness areas in the Williams Fork Mountains,
Tenmile Range, and Hoosier Ridge, as well as expand the existing Holy Cross, Eagles Nest, and
Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness Areas.
The plan also would enhance outdoor recreation opportunities such as fishing, hunting, biking,
and backcountry snow sports by creating an 11,500-acre Recreation Management Area along
the Tenmile Range.
The proposal was drafted through an open, collaborative process with local stakeholders that
not only maintained existing recreational uses, but also incorporated community values by
accounting for future improvements.
Earlier this month Polis held a naming contest for the bill. The winning submission was
suggested by Bob Waters, of Boulder.
Also earlier this month, Polis hosted the top Democrat on the Natural Resources Committee,
Rep. Raul Grijalva, so he could tour the proposed protection areas first-hand and hear from
local leaders about the importance of the bill. During that meeting, Grijalva called the bill “a
precedent-setter.”
“The broad local support and buy-in behind this bill is incredibly impressive. We’re going to
make this a priority,” Grijalva said.
With his new seat on the House Natural Resources Committee and Grijalva’s engagement on
the issue, Polis is optimistic about moving the bill through Congress this session. The recent
successes in protecting Hermosa Creek and Browns Canyon demonstrate Colorado’s
commitment to preserving its open spaces and this bill’s passage would be a logical next step in
that chain of events.
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Full breakdown of proposal area:
Wilderness:
Acorn Creek, 1,139 acres (Summit County)
Hoosier Ridge, 5,182 acres (Summit County)
Ptarmigan Additions, 2,266 acres (Summit County)
Tenmile, 7,577 acres (Summit County)
Ute Pass, 2,944 acres (Summit County)
Williams Fork, 9,338 acres (Summit County)
Freeman Creek, 1,175 acres (Eagle County)
Spraddle Creek, 5,907 acres (Eagle County)
No Name, 3,942 acres (Eagle County)
TOTAL: 39,470 acres
Special Management Area:
Tenmile North, 6,991 acres (Recreation area, Summit)
Tenmile South, 4,426 acres (Recreation area, Summit)
Porcupine Gulch, 5,204 acres (Summit)
TOTAL: 16,621 acres
Potential Wilderness Addition:
Spraddle Creek Potential, 2,338 acres (Eagle)
TOTAL: 2,338 acres

The Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act is endorsed by the following groups,
organizations, and businesses:
Eagle County, Summit County, Town of Vail, Town of Breckenridge, Colorado Springs Utilities,
Vail Resorts, Xcel Energy, Arapahoe Basin Ski Resort, International Mountain Bicycling
Association, Access Fund, Conservation Colorado, People for Bikes, Public Land Solutions,
International Mountain Bicycling Association, Outdoor Industry Association, Wilderness
Workshop, The Wilderness Society, Vet Voice Foundation, Breckenridge Outdoor Education
Center, Sierra Club,, Sierra Club – Rocky Mountain Chapter, The Wilderness Society, The
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Wilderness Society – Colorado Chapter, League of Conservation Voters, Pew Charitable Trusts,
Alpine Accents, Frisco Liquors Inc., Summit Travel, Anew You , Moose, Jaw Restaurant, Frisco
Wine Merchant, House of Signs, Inc., Deli Belly’s, Frisco Fun and Formal, Smokn’ Bra Little Beans
Boutique, The Jumping Tree, Abbey’s Coffee, Art Supply Breck, Boutique Bling, Timeless
Collections, b’s Modern Mountain Apothecary, Bella Design and Planning, Breckenridge Bead
Gallery, Big City Blues Clothing, Flourish, Vertical Runner, Slopestyle, The Mountain Goat
Clothing Company, Columbine Bakery, Haute Route Gear and Apparel, Skea Ltd., Bloomingvails,
Gorsuch Ltd., Ptarmigan Sports, Crazy Mountain Brewery, Minick Construction, Vail Valley
Anglers, Riverwalk Natural Health Clinic and Pharmacy, Mary Lynn Gillaspie Photography,
Nina’s Flowers, Ville de Luxe Boutique, The Walnut Gallery, By Chance Shoppe, Gifts at Cooper’s
Corner, Found Underground Consignments, Gifted Hands Gallery, Little Horse Books and
Vintage, The Book Cellar, SoFlo Glass LLC., Faith Davis Massage and Yoga, Trident Booksellers
and Café, Nomad Bead Merchants, Two Hands Paperie, Rocky Mountain Anglers, Bedell and Co.,
Colorado Ocean Coalition, Justins LLC., Ripstop Repairs, Spork and Ladle, LLC., Eco-Products,
Powder7.com, Vision Ridge Partners, High Country Dogs
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DENVER AND THE WEST

Rep. Polis pushes to preserve Continental
Divide land from development
By Bruce Finley
The Denver Post
POSTED: 05/20/2015 05:23:03 PM MDT
HTTP://WWW.DENVERPOST.COM/NEWS/CI_28157074/

Fly fishing guide Jay
Creighton, of Fly Fishing
Outfitters in Avon, casts a
cattus for brook trout on
the Piney River, with Mount
Powell and the Gore Range
in the background. Gore
Range is one of the areas
that would be protected
under Polis' legislation.
(Denver Post file)

More than 39,000 acres in the Colorado mountains around resorts would be protected as
wilderness under legislation that U.S. Rep. Jared Polis is poised to introduce in Congress.
An additional 18,000 acres would gain lesser protection — allowing mountain bikes, for
example, at an 11,500-acre Tenmile area north of Quandary Peak — under his Continental
Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act.
Polis, a Boulder Democrat, has been working for years to protect the land, mostly around edges
of existing wilderness areas near Dillon, Vail and Breckenridge.
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"The threats are political. Every administration
can reclassify lands however they want. We want
to make sure these are permanently preserved
against future development," Polis said in an
interview.
The new wilderness, if approved, would expand
the 3.6 million acres of existing wilderness
around Colorado that currently total 6 percent
of the state's land. Those areas include land near
Aspen, Indian Peaks on the Front Range, the
Sangre de Cristo and Weminuche areas in
southern Colorado, and the Flat Tops north of
Interstate 70.
A federal wilderness designation prohibits
mechanized vehicles and development.
Summit and Eagle county officials, Conservation
Colorado, the Wilderness Society and the
International Mountain Bike Association are
among the groups supporting this proposal.
Only Congress can declare wilderness. Under the
Wilderness Act of 1964, 110 million acres of
forests and other public lands in 44 states have
gained protection.
Polis introduced a bill in 2010 and 2011 then redesigned it. Staffers said they're optimistic. He sits
on the House Natural Resources Committee, which handles wilderness legislation, and recently took
Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz., the top Democrat on the committee, on a tour. Polis said he has received
assurances that his bill will be a priority.
"Losing this area to private developers, whether mining or for buildings," he said, "would jeopardize
our watersheds and hurt our tourist economy."
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Sen. Bennet visits Breckenridge in support of
Continental Divide conservation legislation
Alli Langley

alangley@summitdaily.com

August 21, 2015

U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet visited Breckenridge on Wednesday, Aug. 19, to learn more about a
conservation effort that would create more federally designated wilderness and other
conservation areas around the Continental Divide.
Hunters, anglers, outdoor recreationists, small
business owners, elected officials, veterans and
conservationists met with the senator at Breckenridge
Ski Resort to show their support for a Senate
companion of the Continental Divide Wilderness and
Recreation Act, sponsored by U.S. Rep. Jared Polis in
the House.
The legislation would safeguard roughly 58,000 acres
of land through wilderness and other management
designations in Eagle and Summit counties. The areas
serve as popular destinations for sportsmen and other
outdoor recreationists and provide critical habitat for
fish and wildlife and sources of clean water.

U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, right, looks at a map
of proposed conservation areas in Summit and
Eagle counties at Breckenridge Ski Resort on
Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2015. Bennet announced
he would introduce companion legislation in
the Senate to U.S. Rep. Jared Polis' bill in the
House and partner on achieving federal
designation of the new wilderness and other
management areas.

The proposal would add new areas to the Eagles Nest,
Ptarmigan Peak and Holy Cross wilderness areas as
well as establish three new wilderness areas —
Hoosier Ridge, Tenmile, and Williams Fork — in addition to the Porcupine Gulch Protection
Area and Tenmile Recreation Management Area.

After hearing from about a dozen representatives of various groups involved in creating the
legislation, including local mountain bikers, Bennet announced at the gathering that he would
introduce a companion bill in the Senate and work with Polis to pass the legislation.
To learn more about the Continental Divide coalition, visit: http://continental divide.org.
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Breckenridge demonstration supports Clean Power Plan, climate action
Two weeks after President Obama announced historic limits on global warming pollution from
power plants, a Colorado environmental organization held a demonstration in Breckenridge to
show support for the Clean Power Plan and push for climate action.
Organizers gathered near the Riverwalk lawn on Thursday, Aug. 20, gave out popsicles and
encouraged passersby to take photos with signs pledging they would take action on climate
change.
The new rule from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, known as the Clean Power Plan,
will cut carbon pollution from Colorado power plants 32 percent by 2030 while developing a
framework for building a stronger clean energy economy that focuses on solar, wind and
energy efficiency.
More than 200,000 Coloradans, along with public health experts, outdoor recreational groups
and businesses, submitted comments in support of cutting this carbon pollution.
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment executive director Dr. Larry Wolk said,
“The EPA listened to Colorado and other states and stakeholders in making needed revisions,
providing important flexibility to the states to craft specific strategies to reduce CO2 emissions
and the time needed to accomplish the goals.”
Participants at the event called on Colorado’s U.S. Senators Bennet and Gardner to publicly
support the final rule.
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Bennet to introduce Senate version of Polis
wilderness bill
8/21/2015

By David O. Williams

U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet on Wednesday announced he’ll introduce a bill this session to protect more
than 58,000 acres of public land in Eagle and Summit counties as wilderness.
Bennet made the announcement at a press event in Breckenridge attended by local politicians, area
residents and business leaders. The Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act will be the Senate
version of bill introduced earlier this in the House by Rep. Jared Polis, D-Boulder.
Polis, a member of the House Natural Resources Committee, has been working on the bill since late last
decade, paring it down from the original and highly controversial 342,000-acre Hidden Gems proposal.
After dozens of town halls and other public meetings over the years, Polis in 2010 scaled back the
proposal to just Eagle and Summit counties (eliminating any land in Pitkin and Gunnison counties) and
introduced a bill that would still have put the more restrictive wilderness designation on nearly 166,000
acres.
U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet announces
on Aug. 19 in Breckenridge he plans to
introduce the Senate version of the
Continental Divide Wilderness and
Recreation Act, legislation introduced
by U.S. Rep. Jared Polis in the House.
The bill would protect more than
58,000 acres of public land in Eagle
and Summit counties as wilderness.
Photo courtesy Sen. Bennet’s office

Now it’s down to just over 58,000 acres,
including an 11,500-acre Recreation Management Area within the Tenmile Range in Summit County. It
has the backing of groups such as the Wilderness Society, Vail Resorts, the Outdoor Industry Association,
the International Mountain Biking Association, Conservation Colorado and many towns, businesses and
water districts.
“Communities throughout Eagle and Summit counties have been working on a proposal to protect this
land for years now,” Bennet said in a release. “Today’s meeting demonstrated that there is significant
support to move forward with a bill in the Senate. With the help of Rep. Polis, we will draft a bill that
works for the local communities and introduce it in the Senate.”
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Vail Resorts, the largest employer in the two counties and on the entire Western Slope, backed the Polis
bill earlier this year.
“It is interesting to note that 20 percent of all recreation visits to our national forests take place at a ski
area, yet ski areas occupy less than one-tenth of 1 percent of all public Forest Service lands,” said Kristin
Kenney Williams, the company’s vice president of mountain community affairs.
Wilderness designation does not allow for alpine skiing using mechanized lifts or vehicles. However,
Kenney Williams noted that tourism is the state’s second-largest industry and that wilderness areas are
vital for non-mechanized recreation such as hunting, fishing, hiking and Nordic skiing — all of which are
big economic drivers for local communities.
“So we are proud to support this effort that strikes this unique and important balance of being able to
offer thoughtfully developed recreation opportunities at our ski areas and the conservation of
wilderness,” she added.
Mountain biking is not permitted in most wilderness areas, but the special Tenmile Recreation
Management Area would protect a huge swatch of public land for off-road cycling.
“This proposal has gained widespread support because it was shaped by multiple user groups,” said
Jamie Malin, president of the Vail Valley Mountain Bike Association. “It preserves access and keeps
critical corridors open to traditional users.”
Malin joined Breckenridge Mayor John Warner in praising the process that Polis used to get to this point.
“Protecting our mountains and our backyard is essential to Breckenridge’s appeal to tourists, our
residents and our economy,” Warner said. “We hope [Bennet] and Rep. Polis will work hard to make this
proposal a reality in the current Congress, knowing they have community support behind them.”
Bennet, a Democrat, told the gathering on Wednesday that wilderness designation should not be a
partisan issue and was confident he’d be able to get bipartisan support for his bill in the Republicancontrolled Senate.
Polis did not attend Wednesday’s event but was in Breckenridge recently to tout the proposal, most of
which falls in his sprawling 2nd Congressional District. Polis earlier this month toured the Breckenridge
Outdoor Education Center and held town hall meetings in Eagle and Summit counties.
In other wilderness news, Denver Democrat Diana DeGette once again introduced her Colorado
Wilderness Act in the House earlier this month. She has been trying to pass a version of this far more
sweeping legislation since 1999, and the latest proposal would protect 32 separate areas consisting of
more than 715,000 acres.
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Polis tours Summit County with Arizona
congressman to raise support for wilderness bill
Alli Langley

alangley@summitdaily.com

May 8, 2015

U.S. Reps. Jared Polis (CO-02) and Raul Grijalva
(AZ-03), the top Democrat on the House
Natural Resource Committee, toured Summit
County Thursday, May 7, to look at proposed
wilderness and special management areas in
the White River National Forest.
Driving west, they stopped at Loveland Pass,
Sapphire Point and Officers Gulch, and
Conservation Colorado wilderness advocate
Scott Braden showed Grijalva which mountains
and forests he saw would be included in the
bill Polis will reintroduce later this month.

From left, Conservation Colorado wilderness advocate Scott
Braden talks with U.S. Rep. Jared Polis (CO-02), U.S. Rep. Raul
Grijalva (AZ-03) and Wilderness Society representative Scott
Miller about a proposed special management area from the
Sapphire Point overlook above Dillon Reservoir on Thursday,
May 7, 2015

The representatives also participated in a
lunchtime roundtable discussion in Vail with
about 30 local elected officials, large and small
business owners, water suppliers and wilderness advocates who worked with Polis to craft the bill,
so Grijalva could hear from locals about why they support the wilderness protections in Polis’ bill.
“Our bill would ensure that our public lands, which drive this economy, are preserved and
protected for generations to enjoy,” Polis said. “We’re thrilled Rep. Grijalva got to see these areas
first-hand and hear directly from those impacted.”
The roundtable included Summit County Commissioner Karn Stiegelmeier, Summit Huts Association
director Mike Zobbe, Breckenridge Outdoor Education Center director Bruce Fitch, Silverthorne
area resident and nature photographer John Fielder, Vail Resorts vice president of natural resources
and conservation Rick Cables, longtime High Country resident and business owner Dave Gorsuch.
Several people expressed concerns about energy development, and some suggested Polis convince
those opposed to the bill that wilderness is the energy source for the High Country.
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Garett Reppenhagen, a Park County resident and the Rocky Mountain director of the Vet Voice
Foundation, spoke about what wilderness meant to him after his military service.
“When I came home that’s where I went. I went out into the wilderness, and that’s where I
found healing,” he said. “If we don’t have those for our kids and future generations then what
the hell did I fight for?”
Grijalva, whose influence on the Natural Resources Committee could help move the bill to a
House vote, said he was impressed by the bill’s broad local support.
“We’re going to make this a priority. It’s a well-done piece of legislation, and I was glad to see it
first-hand,” Grijalva said. “This is a precedence setter.”
The bill would protect 58,000 acres of wilderness lands in Summit County and eastern Eagle
County and create new wilderness areas in the Tenmile Range, Hoosier Ridge and Williams Fork
Mountains as well as expand the existing Eagles Nest, Ptarmigan Peak and Holy Cross
wilderness areas.
The plan also would create an 11,500-acre Recreation Management Area in the Tenmile Range
near Frisco and Breckenridge that would be managed like a wilderness areas but would allow
mountain biking.
The proposal was drafted in partnership with local stakeholders so that it maintains existing
recreational uses and accounts for future improvements local communities valued. With his
new seat on the House Natural Resources Committee and Grijalva’s engagement, Polis said he
is optimistic about moving the bill through Congress this session.
For more information about the bill, which Polis is working to retitle through a naming contest,
visit polis.house.gov/wilderness.
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Vets hike Hoosier Pass for wilderness
Alli Langley - alangley@summitdaily.com

July 23, 2015

http://www.summitdaily.com/news/17397139-113/vets-hike-hoosier-pass-for-wilderness

Veterans and their families are invited to explore the newly proposed Continental Divide
Wilderness Area with Garett Reppenhagen of the Vet Voice Foundation.
The group will meet atop Hooser Pass at 9 a.m. on Saturday, July 25, for a moderate, 5-mile
loop hike starting just below treeline and rising to about 13,000 feet.
The ridgeline hike will offer participants views of areas proposed for federal wilderness
protection by U.S. Rep. Jared Polis. Polis’ mountain representative Nissa Erickson will join to
help hikers learn more about the conservation effort.
Participants will meet by the Continental Divide sign at the Hoosier Pass parking lot 11 miles
south of Breckenridge on Highway 9. They should bring water, lunch/snacks and sunscreen and
be prepared for potentially cold and wet weather. Children who are capable hikers are
welcome, but dogs should be left at home.
RSVP to Garett Reppenhagen, U.S. Army 1st Infantry Division OIF veteran and Vet Voice
Foundation Rocky Mountain West coordinator, at 719-235-7030, or
REPP@vetvoicefoundation.org.
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Continuing Colorado's legacy of conservation
Rep. Jared Polis – Valley Voices Opinion Column

July 1, 2015

Those who live here know that the sunrise from atop Quandary Peak, the alpenglow of the Gore Range
and mountain valleys flush with Columbine are at the core of Colorado’s character. Coloradans and
tourists alike flock to our mountains and open spaces to ski, hike, mountain bike, hunt and fish, among
many other activities. In the process, they add billions to our state
economy each year. It’s important that we sustain this natural resource
and economic driver.
Generations of Coloradans have understood this. Beginning with the
Wilderness Act in 1965 to the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993, and
most recently, the hard fought victory to designate Browns Canyon as a
national monument and to protect the Hermosa Creek Watershed,
Coloradans have united behind preserving our state’s iconic beauty,
wildlife and recreational resources.
We’re continuing that legacy today. Earlier this year, I introduced a bill
that designates 40,000 acres of pristine peaks and surrounding valleys
as wilderness, and another 18,000 for management as recreational
zones. These areas that stretch along the Continental Divide in Summit and Eagle counties are the iconic
playground of our state. This Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act — named by a
constituent in our first-ever Name Your Own Bill contest — would make certain that we are protecting
the breathtaking spaces that add billions to our state and local economies each year and help form the
core of our Colorado identity.
Specifically, the proposal would ensure access and enhance opportunities to the world-class hunting,
fishing and backcountry snow sports Colorado is famous for by creating new wilderness areas within the
White River National Forest, such as the Williams Fork Mountains, Tenmile Range and Hoosier Ridge,
and by expanding the existing Holy Cross, Eagles Nest and Ptarmigan Peak wilderness areas. The plan
would also protect and expand access to bike trails by designating nearly 18,000 acres across Tenmile
and Porcupine Gulch as Special Management Zones.
To put this into perspective, the White River National Forest — one of the most popular national forests
in the country — attracts millions of visitors per year. This is the lifeblood of our economy. From
equipment rentals to resort staff, tourism and outdoor recreation generates over $13 billion in
consumer spending and creates over 125,000 jobs statewide. In 2013 alone, Colorado received $994
million just from the state and local taxes on outdoor recreation spending.
Equally important are the wildlife, watersheds and unique ecosystems this legislation would protect.
These lands are home to a wide range of protected species and house some of our most treasured
resources.
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Carefully crafted over six years with input from dozens of stakeholder groups — including Vail Resorts,
the Outdoor Industry Association, the International Mountain Biking Association, Colorado Springs
Utilities, the Colorado Backcountry Hunters and Fishermen, Conservation Colorado and affected
municipalities, small businesses and utility providers — the Continental Divide bill reflects the same
spirit of grassroots collaboration that helped Browns Canyon and Hermosa Creek finally achieve federal
protections last year. It’s a bill everyone can get behind.
Getting Congress to act on Colorado’s commitment to protect its public lands is the hard part. But the
victories in Browns Canyon and Hermosa Creek are evidence that patience and persistence pay off.
That’s why last month, I invited Rep. Raul Grijalva, the top Democrat on the House Natural Resources
Committee, to tour these iconic landscapes first-hand and hear from locals about the importance of
protecting these proposed wilderness and recreation areas. The area’s beauty combined with the
overwhelming local support for the bill made a lasting impression on my colleague, who indicated his
commitment to making this project a priority.
With Grijalva’s support and my new seat on the House Natural Resources Committee, I’m optimistic that
we can move this bill forward this Congress. The varied and vocal support for this bill reflects Colorado’s
commitment to preserving its open spaces; passing this bill and protecting Colorado’s Continental Divide
is the next step.

U.S. Rep. Jared Polis represents Congressional District 2, which includes the eastern part of Eagle County.
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Continuing Colorado's legacy of conservation
Rep. Jared Polis – Guest Opinion

June 30, 2015

Those who live here know that the sunrise from atop Quandary Peak, the alpenglow of the Gore Range,
and mountain valleys flush with columbine are at the core of Colorado’s character.
Coloradans and tourists alike flock to our mountains and open spaces to ski, hike, mountain bike, hunt,
and fish, among many other activities. In the process, they add billions to our state economy each year.
It’s important that we sustain this natural resource and economic driver.
Generations of Coloradans have understood this. Beginning with the Wilderness Act in 1965 to the
Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993, and most recently, the hard fought victory to designate Browns
Canyon as a national monument and to protect the Hermosa Creek Watershed, Coloradans have united
behind preserving our state’s iconic beauty, wildlife, and recreational resources.
We’re continuing that legacy today. Earlier this year, I introduced a bill that designates 40,000 acres of
pristine peaks and surrounding valleys as Wilderness, and another 18,000 for management as
recreational zones. These areas that stretch along the Continental Divide in Summit and Eagle counties
are the iconic playground of our state. This Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act — named
by a constituent in our first-ever “Name Your Own Bill” contest — would make certain that we are
protecting the breathtaking spaces that add billions to our state and local economies each year and help
form the core of our Colorado identity.
Specifically, the proposal would ensure access and enhance opportunities to the world-class hunting,
fishing, and backcountry snow sports Colorado is famous for by creating new wilderness areas within
the White River National Forest, such as the Williams Fork Mountains, Tenmile Range, and Hoosier
Ridge, and by expanding the existing Holy Cross, Eagles Nest, and Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness Areas. The
plan would also protect and expand access to bike trails by designating nearly 18,000 acres across
Tenmile and Porcupine Gulch as Special Management Zones.
To put this into perspective, the White River National Forest – one of the most popular national forests
in the country – attracts millions of visitors per year. This is the lifeblood of our economy. From
equipment rentals to resort staff, tourism and outdoor recreation generates over $13 billion in
consumer spending and creates over 125,000 jobs statewide. In 2013 alone, Colorado received $994
million just from the state and local taxes on outdoor recreation spending.
Equally important are the wildlife, watersheds, and unique ecosystems this legislation would protect.
These lands are home to a wide range of protected species and house some of our most treasured
resources.
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Carefully crafted over six years with input from dozens of stakeholder groups — including Vail Resorts,
the Outdoor Industry Association, the International Mountain Biking Association, Colorado Springs
Utilities, the Colorado Backcountry Hunters and Fishermen, Conservation Colorado, and affected
municipalities, small businesses, and utility providers — the Continental Divide bill reflects the same
spirit of grassroots collaboration that helped Browns Canyon and Hermosa Creek finally achieve federal
protections last year. It’s a bill everyone can get behind.
Getting Congress to act on Colorado’s commitment to protect its public lands is the hard part. But the
victories in Browns Canyon and Hermosa Creek are evidence that patience and persistence pay off.
That’s why last month, I invited Rep. Raul Grijalva, the top Democrat on the House Natural Resources
Committee, to tour these iconic landscapes first-hand and hear from locals about the importance of
protecting these proposed wilderness and recreation areas. The area’s beauty combined with the
overwhelming local support for the bill made a lasting impression on my colleague, who indicated his
commitment to making this project a priority.
With Grijalva’s support and my new seat on the House Natural Resources Committee, I’m optimistic that
we can move this bill forward this Congress. The varied and vocal support for this bill reflects Colorado’s
commitment to preserving its open spaces; passing this bill and protecting Colorado’s Continental Divide
is the next step.

Rep. Jared Polis represents Colorado’s 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Guest Columnist

Polis: Continuing Colorado’s legacy of conservation
http://www.coloradostatesman.com/content/995801-polis-continuing-colorado%3Fs-legacyconservation
6/19/2015
By Rep. Jared Polis, UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Those who live here know that the sunrise from atop Quandary Peak, the alpenglow of the Gore Range,
and mountain valleys flush with Columbine are at the core of Colorado’s character. Coloradans and
tourists alike flock to our mountains and open spaces to ski, hike, mountain bike, hunt, and fish, among
many other activities. In the process, they add billions to our state economy each year. It’s important
that we sustain this natural resource and economic driver.
Generations of Coloradans have understood this. Beginning with the Wilderness Act in 1965 to the
Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993, and most recently, the hard fought victory to designate Browns
Canyon as a national monument and to protect the Hermosa Creek Watershed, Coloradans have united
behind preserving our state’s iconic beauty, wildlife, and recreational resources.
We’re continuing that legacy today. Earlier this year, I introduced a bill that designates 40,000 acres of
pristine peaks and surrounding valleys as Wilderness, and another 18,000 for management as
recreational zones. These areas that stretch along the Continental Divide in Summit and Eagle counties
are the iconic playground of our state. This Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act — named
by a constituent in our first-ever “Name Your Own Bill” contest — would make certain that we are
protecting the breathtaking spaces that that add billions to our state and local economies each year and
help form the core of our Colorado identity.
Specifically, the proposal would ensure access and enhance opportunities to the world-class hunting,
fishing, and backcountry snow sports Colorado is famous for by creating new wilderness areas within
the White River National Forest, such as the Williams Fork Mountains, Tenmile Range, and Hoosier
Ridge, and by expanding the existing Holy Cross, Eagles Nest, and Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness Areas. The
plan would also protect and expand access to bike trails by designating nearly 18,000 acres across
Tenmile and Porcupine Gulch as Special Management Zones.
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To put this into perspective, the White River National Forest — one of the most popular national forests
in the country — attracts millions of visitors per year. This is the lifeblood of our economy. From
equipment rentals to resort staff, tourism and outdoor recreation generates over $13 billion in
consumer spending and creates over 125,000 jobs statewide. In 2013 alone, Colorado received $994
million just from the state and local taxes on outdoor recreation spending.
Equally important are the wildlife, watersheds, and unique ecosystems this legislation would protect.
These lands are home to a wide range of protected species and house some of our most treasured
resources.
Carefully crafted over six years with input from dozens of stakeholder groups — including Vail Resorts,
the Outdoor Industry Association, the International Mountain Biking Association, Colorado Springs
Utilities, the Colorado Backcountry Hunters and Fishermen, Conservation Colorado, and affected
municipalities, small businesses, and utility providers — the Continental Divide bill reflects the same
spirit of grassroots collaboration that helped Browns Canyon and Hermosa Creek finally achieve federal
protections last year. It’s a bill everyone can get behind.
Getting Congress to act on Colorado’s commitment to protect its public lands is the hard part. But the
victories in Browns Canyon and Hermosa Creek are evidence that patience and persistence pay off.
That’s why last month, I invited Rep. Raul Grijalva, the top Democrat on the House Natural Resources
Committee, to tour these iconic landscapes first-hand and hear from locals about the importance of
protecting these proposed wilderness and recreation areas. The area’s beauty combined with the
overwhelming local support for the bill made a lasting impression on my colleague, who indicated his
commitment to making this project a priority.
With Grijalva’s support and my new seat on the House Natural Resources Committee, I’m optimistic that
we can move this bill forward this Congress. The varied and vocal support for this bill reflects Colorado’s
commitment to preserving its open spaces; passing this bill and protecting Colorado’s Continental Divide
is the next step.

Rep. Jared Polis, a Democrat, represents Colorado’s 2nd Congressional District. He lives in Boulder.
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FIGHTING FOR OUR NATURAL HERITAGE
Garrett Reppenhagen – Valley Voices – Opinion Column

May 28, 2015

You could say that serving my country is in my blood. As a third generation veteran, I always
knew that I would follow in the footsteps of my father and grandfather. You could also say that
speaking out for the causes I believe in is also in my blood. Because with military service comes
a deep love and respect for our country, and all that makes her great.
A big part of what makes America so special is our public lands. They are our natural heritage —
an iconic patchwork of beauty dotting the country from coast to coast. They are lands that
serve as home for wildlife, a recreation haven and an economic powerhouse. Our lands and
waters are also a place where veterans can go to find strength and healing after coming home
from tours overseas.
Recently, Rep. Jared Polis introduced legislation to safeguard roughly 58,000 acres of public
land in Eagle and Summit counties. The Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act came
after years of hard work and cooperation from different stakeholders including mountain bikers
and snowmobilers, hunters and anglers, local elected officials and small business owners, and
veterans like me.
The legislation will protect key watersheds which provide drinking water for local communities
along the Front Range. It will also safeguard local streams and blue-ribbon trout fishing
opportunities. And it will preserve healthy wildlife habitat by limiting road building, new mines
and other development that would degrade watershed values. Speaking of wildlife, these areas
are home to black bear, elk, mule deer, bighorn sheep, moose, lynx and wild turkey.
People come to the central Rocky Mountains to hike, camp, ski, kayak, raft, hunt, fish, mountain
bike, horseback ride, ATV and snowmobile. Those adventures translate into big business for the
outdoor recreation and tourism industries and the hotels, restaurants and grocery stores that
support the visitors. Across Colorado, these activities generate $13.2 billion in consumer
spending and are responsible for 125,000 jobs that pay $4.2 billion in salaries and wages.
It seems like everyone has their reasons for wanting to safeguard these natural treasures for
future generations. For me, it is because that is where veterans like me go to be with family and
friends and heal from the traumas of war. These are the places where we reconnect with our
loved ones and learn how to be civilians again. It is where we go to be with other veterans to
share our experiences and leave them behind.
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A 2013 poll by Vet Voice Foundation found that over 70 percent of Colorado veterans support
protecting public lands like the ones in Eagle and Summit counties so future generations can
enjoy all that these lands have to offer.
I want to thank Rep. Polis for his leadership on protecting public lands and introducing the
Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act, and I hope Congress listens to our voices and
moves this legislation forward. Fighting for our country does not always end when we come
home. For me it means now fighting for our shared natural heritage.

Garett Reppenhagen is a veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He lives in Denver.
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Polis introduces new wilderness bill with Colorado impacts
STAFF REPORT – MAY 26, 2015

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Representative Jared Polis, a Boulder Democrat whose district includes the
eastern third of Eagle County, has introduced a bill to preserve 58,000 acres of wilderness and
recreation lands in Summit and eastern Eagle counties.
Crafted with input from groups including The Wilderness Society, Vail Resorts, the Outdoor Industry
Association, the International Mountain Biking Association, Conservation Colorado and affected
municipalities and businesses, the Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act will help sustain
recreational resources, protect watersheds, preserve important wildfire corridors and strengthen
Colorado’s tourism economy.
‘PRESERVED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS’
“The areas that stretch along the Continental Divide in Summit and Eagle counties are the iconic
playground of our state,” Polis said. “They are where Coloradans and out-of-state tourists alike go to ski,
hike, mountain bike, hunt and fish, among many other activities, and this bill will ensure they are
preserved for future generations to enjoy.”
Specifically, the proposal would create new wilderness areas in the Williams Fork Mountains, Tenmile
Range and Hoosier Ridge, as well as expand the existing Holy Cross, Eagles Nest and Ptarmigan Peak
wilderness areas.
The plan also would enhance outdoor recreation opportunities including fishing, hunting, biking and
backcountry snow sports by creating an 11,500-acre Recreation Management Area within the Tenmile
Range. The proposal was drafted through a collaborative process with local stakeholders that not only
maintained existing recreational uses, but also incorporated community values by accounting for future
improvements.
Also earlier this month, Polis hosted the top Democrat on the Natural Resources Committee, Rep. Raul
Grijalva of Arizona, so he could tour the proposed protection areas first-hand and hear from local
leaders about the importance of the bill. During that meeting, Grijalva called the bill a precedent-setter,
saying, “The broad local support and buy-in behind this bill is incredibly impressive. We’re going to make
this a priority.”
With his new seat on the House Natural Resources Committee and Grijalva’s engagement on the issue,
Polis is optimistic about moving the bill through Congress this session. A map of the proposal is available
on Polis’ website at www.polis.house.gov.
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Continental Divide Recreation and Wilderness Bill Receives
Local Applause from Diverse Constituency
For Immediate Release 5/21/2015
Contacts:
Jason Bertolacci, IMBA, 303-956-9099
Scott Braden, Conservation Colorado, 720-530-7473

Breckenridge, CO (May 21, 2015) – A coalition of
outdoor recreationists, sportsmen, small business
owners, local elected officials, and conservationists
today applauded a bill to protect Colorado’s central
Rocky Mountains. Congressman Jared Polis’
introduction of the Continental Divide Wilderness
and Recreation Act would safeguard roughly 60,000
acres of land through wilderness and other
designations in Eagle and Summit counties. The areas
serve as popular recreation destinations, critical
habitat for wildlife, and sources of clean water.
The name Continental Divide Wilderness and
Recreation Act was chosen during a two-week long
contest, in which roughly 200 Coloradans suggested
titles that would honor this recreation and wildlife
haven to the west of Denver. The contest reflected
the “for Coloradans by Coloradans” nature of the
proposal.

Rep. Jared Polis visited IMBA's office recently to
discuss his land protection plans.

“For years, people have been coming together to safeguard this portion of the Rocky Mountains—the
backbone of our local economy,” said Dan Gibbs, a Summit County Commissioner. “In addition to our
thriving outdoor recreation and tourism economy, people choose to live here because of our incredible
backyard.”
Over the past five years, local community members have been working to protect this area of Colorado’s
Continental Divide. The legislation would add new areas to the Ptarmigan Peak, Holy Cross, and Eagles
Nest wilderness areas as well as establish three new wilderness areas: Hoosier Ridge, Tenmile, and
Williams Fork in addition to the Porcupine Gulch Protection Area.
The legislation also includes the Tenmile Recreation Management Area, which would protect important
lands and trails for mountain biking and other recreation uses. “Like hikers, skiers, hunters and anglers,
mountain bikers have come to love and respect these lands through exploration and adventure. We
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recognize the need to protect both the ecological resources of the land and the dependent local
recreation economies. Congressman Polis' bill represents a welcomed evolution of land protection using
a variety of tools to maximize protection while retaining quality trail access,” said Jason Bertolacci,
International Mountain Bicycling Association's Colorado/Wyoming Regional Director.
Preserving Colorado’s Continental Divide will safeguard sportsmen’s time-tested backcountry traditions,
and secure access for world-class hunting and fishing. The Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation
Act would protect ecologically important mid-elevation areas that provide vital wildlife habitat to black
bear, elk, mule deer, bighorn sheep, moose, lynx, and wild turkey.
Garett Reppenhagen, a U.S. Army Kosovo and Iraq War veteran said, “I fought to protect all that makes
our nation great, and that includes the public lands that belong to every American. I want to salute Rep.
Jared Polis for his leadership in safeguarding our natural heritage, and look forward to Senator Michael
Bennet introducing a Senate companion.”
People come to Colorado’s central Rocky Mountains to hike, camp, ski, kayak, raft, hunt, fish, mountain
bike, horseback ride, ATV, and snowmobile. Outdoor recreation is critical to Colorado’s economy. It
generates $13.2 billion in consumer spending and is responsible for 125,000 jobs that pay $4.2 billion in
salaries and wages. The Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation Act would play an important role
in maintaining and contributing to this important part of our state’s economy.
“Protected public lands help provide clean water and safeguard such lands from future development,”
said Joe Macy, Eagle County Resident and Fishing Guide. “Clean water is essential for the healthy
fisheries that our guests from all over need to enjoy the outdoors.” Over a dozen stakeholder groups
have submitted letters to Rep. Polis in support of safeguarding Colorado’s Continental Divide. The
coalition looks forward to working with Rep. Jared Polis and Senators Michael Bennet and Cory Gardner
in safeguarding the areas that would be protected by the Continental Divide Wilderness and Recreation
Act.
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Rep. Polis introduces Continental Divide
Wilderness and Recreation Act
Alli Langley - alangley@summitdaily.com

May 21, 2015

http://www.summitdaily.com/news/16440339-113/rep-polis-introduces-continental-dividewilderness-and-recreation

Rep. Jared Polis (CO-02) introduced a bill Thursday, May 21, to preserve 58,000 acres of wilderness
and recreation lands in Summit and eastern Eagle counties.
Crafted with input from dozens of stakeholder groups, including The Wilderness Society, Vail
Resorts, the Outdoor Industry Association, the International Mountain Biking Association,
Conservation Colorado, and affected municipalities and businesses, the Continental Divide
Wilderness and Recreation Act aims to help sustain recreational resources, protect watersheds,
preserve wildfire corridors and tourism economy.
The proposal would create new wilderness areas in the Tenmile Range, Williams Fork Mountains
and Hoosier Ridge, as well as expand the existing Eagles Nest and Ptarmigan Peak and Holy Cross
Wilderness Areas.
The plan also would enhance outdoor recreation opportunities such as fishing, hunting, biking and
backcountry snowsports by creating an 11,500-acre Recreation Management Area within the
Tenmile Range. The proposal was drafted through a collaborative process with local stakeholders
that not only maintained existing recreational uses but also incorporated community values by
accounting for future improvements.
Earlier this month, Polis hosted the top Democrat on the Natural Resources Committee, Rep. Raul
Grijalva (AZ-03), so he could tour the proposed protection areas and hear from local leaders about
the importance of the bill.
With his new seat on the House Natural Resources Committee and Grijalva’s is optimistic about
moving the bill through Congress this session.
For a map of the proposal, visit http://polis.house.gov/wilderness.
43

9NEWS

Polis to introduce Continental Divide wilderness bill
Associated Press, news source

8:52 a.m. MDT May 21, 2015

DENVER (AP) - Conservation groups hope their latest attempt to designate 90-squaremiles in the heart of Colorado ski country as wilderness will have better luck now that
Rep. Jared Polis has a seat on the House Natural Resources Committee.
The Colorado Democrat plans to introduce the Continental Divide Wilderness Area and
Recreation bill Thursday, and Polis' new committee will have a key role in the decision.
The bill would expand some
existing wilderness areas
and create new ones on
land bordering the
Continental Divide in
Summit and eastern Eagle
counties.
The name of the bill was
picked after a public
contest with nearly 200
submissions. The winner
was Bob Waters of Boulder.
(Copyright 2015 by The
Associated Press. All Rights
Reserved.)

Photo: Doug Pensinger, Getty Images
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Polis To Introduce Continental Divide
Wilderness Bill
May 21, 2015 10:05 AM
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2015/05/21/polis-to-introduce-continental-divide-wilderness-bill/

DENVER (AP) – Conservation groups hope their latest attempt to designate 90 square miles in
the heart of Colorado ski country as wilderness will have better luck now that Rep. Jared Polis
has a seat on the House Natural Resources Committee.
The Colorado Democrat introduced the Continental Divide Wilderness Area and Recreation bill
Thursday, and Polis’ new committee will have a key role in the decision.
The bill would expand some existing wilderness areas and create new ones on land bordering
the Continental Divide in Summit and eastern Eagle counties.
Polis said the measure has the backing of businesses in the Summit and Eagle counties,
including ski resorts.
“They want to make sure some of the special spaces along the Continental Divide … are
protected,” Polis said Thursday.
He said the designation also has the backing of the Climax molybdenum mine near Leadville,
which owns some mineral rights near the area.
The proposal would create new wilderness areas in the Williams Fork Mountains, Tenmile
Range and Hoosier Ridge, as well as expand the existing Holy Cross, Eagles Nest and Ptarmigan
Peak Wilderness Areas.
A hearing on the designation has not been scheduled.
(© Copyright 2015 The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.)
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Congressmen laud local support for bill
Scott N. Miller

smiller@vaildaily.com

May 7, 2015

http://www.vaildaily.com/news/16240828-113/

This story has been corrected. The Eagle River Water and Sanitation District Board of
Directors has not endorsed the Polis wilderness bill. The board has not taken an official
position on the proposed legislation.
VAIL — An effort to expand local wilderness areas has been bubbling for years. A new bill, with
relatively modest goals, will be introduced this year. That bill apparently now has a powerful ally in
Washington, D.C.
Rep. Jared Polis, a Boulder Democrat whose district includes roughly the eastern third of the Vail
Valley, hosted a look-around at some of the areas proposed for protection on Thursday. The bill in
Eagle County would add roughly 40,000 acres to the Eagles Nest and Holy Cross wilderness areas. It
would also set aside roughly 10,000 acres for special management, meaning uses would be
restricted.
In addition to a familiar cadre of state and local advocates, Thursday’s tour also included Rep.Raul
Grijalva, D-Ariz. Grijalva is the ranking member of the House Natural Resources Committee. In
Congress-speak, “ranking member” means Grijalva is the most senior Democrat on the committee.
Republicans currently hold a majority in the House of Representatives, which means members of
that party hold all committee chairmanships.
Still, Grijalva has some influence in the Capitol. And, after a tour that started at the Loveland ski
area and ended in a meeting room in Vail, Grijalva said he was impressed with what he’d seen and
heard.
Local Participation
Polis’ bill “meets the template for a bipartisan bill,” Grijalva said. A big part of that template is the
level of local participation in drafting the bill.
The latest version of the Polis bill has support from the groups and individuals you’d expect —
The Wilderness Society, Conservation Colorado and photographer John Fielder, among others.
Fielder and representatives from those groups praised the idea of
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The bill has also earned support the town of Vail, Eagle County and other local governments. But
the Vail Valley Mountain Bike Association also supports the proposal.
“We appreciated working with your staff,” said Diane Johnson, the communications and public
affairs officer for the Eagle River Water and Sanitation District. While the district board has not yet
taken an official position on the bill, the district during the past couple of years has asked for, and
received, several boundary changes in the bill. District officials said those changes were needed to
help ensure they were able to properly maintain and improve facilities that bring water out of the
forests surrounding the Vail area.
Polis’ staff was also praised for working to ensure Colorado Springs Utilities would also be able to
maintain the facilities it has in Eagle County — that city uses much of the water from Homestake
Reservoir.
‘Spectrum of Recreation’
Vail Resorts also supports the bill.
Rick Cables, vice president of natural resources and conservation at Vail Resorts Management Co.,
acknowledged that the resort company uses public lands in a very different way from wilderness
preservation.
But nearby wilderness offers guests a “spectrum of recreation,” Cables said.
Scott Braden of Conservation Colorado said working with cyclists, water districts and others
resulted in “dozens of changes” to the boundaries of the proposed wilderness expansion areas.
Supporters said they’re also happy with the work done on the bill, and encouraged action in
Congress.
Garrett Reppenhagen is the Rocky Mountain director of the Vet Voice Foundation, a nonprofit
veterans’ advocacy group.
Reppenhagen told the group about a time in Afghanistan when a group of soldiers and others
gathered for a movie. The national anthem played before the main feature, and Reppenhagen said
the images were all of the country’s natural areas.
‘Place of Healing’
“That’s what spurred our pride,” Reppenhagen said, adding that wilderness can be a “place of
healing” for veterans.
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After about an hour of listening, Grijalva said he believes the proper elements are in place to bring a
bill forward and get it passed. He said he and Polis would start putting together support for the bill
when they return to the Capitol.
“We want a priority on this,” he said.
Making the bill a priority could mean that more committee members come for a visit.
“Once you see it, the commitment is a little stronger,” Grijalva said. “This is a tiny, well-done piece
of legislation. We’ll strategize on where it needs to go next.”
Polis told the group he hoped the bill can be passed this year. But, he added, he’ll keep working to
get it passed.

48

VAIL DAILY

49

DAILY CAMERA

50

VAIL DAILY

51

VAIL DAILY

52

