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West Slope BRT Risk Study objectives 

• Evaluate likelihood of Lake Powell dropping below 3525’ under a 
variety of Hydrology and Demand assumptions 

• Evaluate the timing and magnitude of reductions in consumptive use 
that could be required to keep Powell above 3525’.  How does risk 
change with increasing demands and hydrologic assumptions? 

• Review results with participants and discuss implications for Seven 
Point Framework 

• Provide foundation for Phase II: Identify additional studies, detailed 
look at modeling enhancements, sub-basin-specific questions. 

 



4) How much power is Glen Canyon Powerplant capable of producing? 

GCD has a power plant with 8 generators with a combined operational capacity of 1320 megawatts. On an 

average annual basis, it generates enough energy to supply 425,000 households with electricity for one 

year and is equivalent to 2.5 million tons of bituminous coal. Its electrical power generation is connected to an 

electrical transmission grid, which is tied to the other CRSP power plants and to other private and publicly 

owned power plants. The powerplant has a maximum release capacity of approximately 32,000 cubic feet 

per second. The dam has river outlet works and two spillways, which also can be used to release water. 

 

5) Where does the power produced by Glen Canyon Power Plant go? 

Power generated at Glen Canyon Dam is sold under 20-year contracts within the states of Arizona, Colorado, 

Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. CRSP power is sold to non-profit entities who serve over five million 

customers. 

 

6) What happens to the revenues from the sale of CRSP power? 

Revenues from the sale of CRSP power are deposited in the U.S. treasury and are used to repay Glen Canyon 

Dam's construction costs (including interest), irrigation assistance, operation and maintenance costs, salinity 

control, and environmental programs. Since 1983, CRSP power revenues have funded over $298 million 
of costs associated with environmental programs in the Grand Canyon. Since 2000, environmental experiments 

at Glen Canyon Dam recommended through the AMP cost an additional $44.3 million. 








